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September 21, 2006 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors  
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
AS-NEEDED BUILDING AND SAFETY PLAN CHECK AND RELATED SERVICES 
AWARD OF CONSULTANT SERVICES AGREEMENTS 
ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 
3 VOTES 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 

1. Find that the proposed contracts are exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 
2. Award contracts for as-needed building and safety plan check and related 

services to each of the following consultants: 
 

• Bureau Veritas/Berryman and Henigar, Inc. 
• Scott Fazekas and Associates, Inc. 
• Harris and Associates 
• Willdan 
• JAS Pacific, Inc. 

 
3. Authorize the Director of Public Works, or his designee, to enter into 

Consultant Services Agreements, substantially similar to the draft 
agreement enclosed as Attachment A, with each consultant, and to order 
the consultants to perform services under these contracts, as the Director 
deems necessary, in an aggregate total amount not to exceed $3,750,000.  
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
These Agreements will provide for as-needed services in locations throughout 
Los Angeles County for a three-year period commencing on the date of the initial Notice 
to Proceed.  The combined total maximum cost of the entire program will be $3,750,000 
funded from fees for services.   
 
While each of the proposed consultants was determined to be qualified, each of the 
consultants have particular strengths as well as staffing levels.  In order to provide the 
Department with the flexibility to utilize the consultant it deems most appropriate, given 
the particular need for services, the not-to-exceed amount for each of the consultants is 
proposed to be $3,750,000. 
 
The recommended award and authorization will ensure that service excellence is 
maintained in the permitting process for the construction of buildings in the private 
sector and for County Capital building projects. 
 
The recommended Consultant Services Agreements will provide the Department's 
Building and Safety Division with the ability to augment staff levels on an as-needed 
basis.  This flexibility is needed to meet the intermittent need for additional plan check 
and related services resulting from the variable level of construction activity caused by 
economic forces and seasonal differences. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
This action meets the Strategic Plan Goal of Service Excellence and Organizational 
Effectiveness by providing the public with services that maintain construction 
scheduling, stimulate the local economy, and green light private and public sector 
building construction while maintaining public safety. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
Each of the five contracts is part of the entire program.  The entire program is for 
a combined total not-to-exceed fee of $3,750,000.  This is the maximum projected cost 
to provide these services for a term of three years.  Should additional work be required 
that exceeds the amount authorized, approval of additional funds will be sought.  Since 
this work will be requested on an as-needed basis, work will not be authorized without 
first ascertaining that funds are available.  There will be no impact on net County cost. 
 



 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
September 21, 2006 
Page 3 
 
 
 
Financing for the first year of the Agreements is available from the Fiscal Year 2006-07 
County Engineer Fund budget.  Financing for work in subsequent years will be funded 
from subsequent years' budgets.  This cost will be reimbursed by funding from fees for 
services. 
 
The Agreements allow for cost-of-living adjustments for the optional periods in 
accordance with County policy. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Consultant Services Agreements will be approved as to form by County Counsel.  
The Agreements will be for a term of three years.  The Agreements include a clause for 
termination of services upon prior written notice and a renegotiation clause as directed 
by your Board. 
 
As requested by your Board on August 12, 1997, and a threshold requirement for 
consideration of contract award, the participating consultants are willing to consider 
Greater Avenues for Independence participants for future employment. 
 
The participating consultants have demonstrated satisfactory compliance with the 
County's Child Support Compliance Program. 
 
Public Works has evaluated and determined that the Living Wage Program 
(County Code 2.201) does not apply to this recommended contract, which is for 
a service required on a part-time and intermittent basis.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
The proposed Consultant Services Agreements for building and safety services are 
exempt from CEQA, pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations (State CEQA Guidelines), because it can be seen with certainty that 
there is not a possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
On January 28, 2001, a Request for Proposal was issued to 39 firms from the 
Public Works list of qualified consultants.  Seven firms responded to the request.  
An evaluation committee consisting of Public Works civil, electrical, structural 
engineering, and technical staff evaluated the proposals.  The evaluation of the firms 
was based on technical expertise, proposed work plan, experience, personnel 
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qualifications, and understanding of the work requirements.  Evaluations were 
completed without regard to race, creed, color, age, or gender.  Based on the review 
and evaluation of the proposals, the evaluation committee recommended 
Bureau Veritas/Berryman and Henigar, Inc.; Scott Fazekas and Associates, Inc.; 
Harris and Associates; Willdan; and JAS Pacific, Inc., as the best qualified firms to 
perform the required services. 
 
Participation by Community Business Enterprises (CBE) was encouraged through 
Public Works' CBE Outreach Program and the requirement that proposers demonstrate 
their good faith efforts to utilize CBE. 
 
As requested by your Board on February 3, 1998, and to further increase consultant 
awareness of contracting opportunities with Public Works, the Request for Proposals for 
these services was posted on the County's Doing Business With Us website.  A copy of 
the website posting is included as Attachment B. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
There will be no impact on current County services during the performance of the 
recommended consultant services. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
One adopted copy of this letter is requested.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DONALD L. WOLFE 
Director of Public Works 
 
JCB:vc 
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Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel 
 Department of Public Social Services (GAIN Program) 
 
 




































